
This last year was momentous - tough, in many 
ways, and rewarding in many others.

Getting things done in Myanmar is a difficult 
task, especially when it comes to developing 
sustainable businesses. 

We, alongside our local leaders, have worked 
hard this last year, to make change in Myanmar. 
Your support has enabled us to move towards 
our goal of sustainable development in Shan 
State. 
We are so thankful for your ongoing financial 
support & prayers and your faith in our ventures. 

Thank you from our Love Conquers All (LCA) 
local staff in Myanmar: 

“We are so thankful to our NZ donors. Because 
of your support, villagers can escape debt 
slavery and don’t need to send their children to 
Thailand or China to find work. Those villagers 
can support their children’s education instead.”

To you, our faithful supporter: 

May God bless you in return 
for your generosity, 

Stu & Ruth Corlett

Our Cash Cows Programmes provided financial 
support for centres caring for elderly people and 
drug addicts in rehabilitation. Alongside Cash 
Cows, our buffalo breeding programme covered 
school fees for children from poor families.
 
Our Sewing Training Programme taught high 
school students to sew and sell traditional Shan 
clothing in order to pay for their school fees.

Our New Heaven Learning Centre Programme 
completed an awareness-raising music video 
featuring famous Burmese musicians and the 
centre’s special needs students.

• Household incomes in programme 
communities will increase above the poverty 
line (2 USD/day)

• Measurably fewer young people from 
programme communities forced into illegal 
work to Thailand or China

• Communities will be tangibly transformed by 
learning entrepreneurial concepts, through 
collaboration and integrity on all sides

• Programme communities will be pulled out 
of debt slavery

• Programme communities will be 
independently generating funds to invest 
into  resolving their own social problems

• Financial stress on families will decrease 
and they will then be able to assist families 
in neighbouring communities to pursue 
independence

OUR OUTPUTS for 2017-2018 

Circuit’s six community  
development programmes 
were chosen by the 
communities as solutions to 
problems they had identified.
Our Grainsaver Bag Programme and New 
Hope Seed Bank Programme gave subsistence 
farmers and their families income alternatives so 
they could live without loans from corrupt money 
lenders. This meant that they didn’t need to sell 
their children as child brides to China or into 
illegal work and prostitution in Thailand. 
 
Our Coffee for Opium Replacement Programme 
is preparing to set into its next phase and give 
communities that are farming opium poppies and 
addicted to heroin the altertives to plant coffee as 
a cash crop (high-value crop).

MEDIUM TERM GOALS (1-5 YEARS) LONG TERM GOALS (5-10 YEARS)

In New Zealand, we have three full-time staff: Ruth, Stu and Brian.

Ruth (Executive Director) and Stu (Field Programmes Leader) are sponsored by local Kiwis 
meaning they don’t need to take a full salary from Circuit. 

Brian Patchett is our hard-working volunteer accountant. We also couldn’t survive without the 
support and wisdom of our Board which meets monthly including Graeme Taylor, Sharon Bell, 
Rob Pritchard, and July Seng Lahpai.
 
In Myanmar, we have two full-time staff: Sai Tun Sar (the Love Conquers All Foundation 
Director) and Nang May Thwin Chu (LCA’s Administrator & Financial Officer).

A big thank you to Hla Khin & Aye Su, our Monitoring & Evaluation Volunteers in Myanmar, 
along with dozens of local volunteers and the individual programme managers. 

Lastly - thank you to all of our incredibly generous donors and those who have been 
praying and investing in our programmes. You are integral to Circuit!

Who’s in our Circuit team?

CIRCUIT’S THEORY 
OF CHANGE

Where are we working?

LCA* PROJECT AREA

Through business 
and sustainable 
development, we 
aim to reduce  
extreme poverty 
in Myanmar.

*Love Conquers All Foundation - our 
implementing  partner in Myanmar     

CIRCUIT’S THREE PHASES 
OF DEVELOPMENT

1. Cash Cows for Drug Rehabilitation

2. Mong Pa Seed Bank

3. Man Khat Seed Bank

4. Kyaukme Buffalo Breeding

5. Nam Lan Seed Bank

6. Area 7 Coffee for Opium Replacement

7. Cash Cows for Elderly

8. Sewing Training

9. New Heaven Learning Centre

LCA office (Taunggyi, capital of Shan State)
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1. Investment & Startup  

 
2. Training & Support 

3. Monitoring & Self-Sustaining

Act Justly 
Love Mercy

Walk Humbly



Field Programmes – 55%

Promotion & Fundraising – 5.5%

Administration - 9.5%

Retained for Future Programme  
Expansion after 31 March 2018 – 30%

PROBLEMS FACING PEOPLE IN SHAN STATE

THANKS FROM PAR MAT!

NEW HEAVEN LEARNING CENTRE

Extreme 
poverty (living 
on less than $2 
USD/day)

Drug addiction 
to opium  
and meth

Migration of 
many young 
people to China 
or Thailand to 
find work

Little 
infrastructure 
for agricultural 
or industrial 
growth (eg bad 
roads)

National 
ceasefire 
agreement 
unstable with 
frequent  
flareups

Lon Pa (left) and Par Mat (right), their daughter and 
granddaughter are grateful for Seed Banks.

“We have the choice to escape debt 
slavery because of the Seed Bank 
programme. If there was no seed bank, 
we would not be able to grow corn on 
our land. We would have to go looking 
for daily work to make money for  
our family”.

This programme benefited seven special needs 
children and three teachers. It reached its third and 
final phase and was handed back to the programme  
manager in January 2018. The awareness-raising  
project produced a music video, featuring songs by 
famous Burmese singers and appearances by  
the special needs students.

Community seed banks for subsistence farmers are in their third 
year, loaning seed and fertilizer at low-interest for the growing 
season from May to November. Last year, the programme covered 
three village communities including 300 farming households with 
800 acres planted out. No farmers went into debt.  

This has been our most successful programme to date and is 
becoming the backbone of Circuit’s work in Myanmar

Following the success of the trial grain saver project, local 
leaders decided to use all 60 grain saver bags at harvest, to store 
almost 2000 tonnes for farmers who were part of the New Hope 
Seed Bank programme. 

Through a relationship with a grain mill owner, implementation 
of the grain saver process began.  Unfortunately, the mill owner 
diverted the money we invested and did not use the bags as 
promised at harvest. Using a variety of conflict resolution methods 
we managed to get all our money repaid.  Sadly, this has put us 
back a year. 

Circuit is now in the process of buying a grain drying machine so 
that we will have full control of the storage process and avoid 
this problem arising again this harvest season. 

Our Matching Funds Month this August will raise funds for this 
grain drying machine.

Donate at - www.circuitinternational.org/donate/

The Pyin Nyar Parami Dormitory has started to provide a sewing 
training programme for students who come to the city from the 
provinces to study at high school. 

Many of the families are unable to afford the accommodation 
fees because they are very poor subsistence farmers.  Circuit 
purchased five sewing machines and sewing supplies to start 
a small business based at the dorm. The dormitory brought in 
a skilled trainer to teach students how to sew traditional Shan 
clothing. This clothing is now being sold at local markets to 
cover the accommodation costs of the students. 

NEW HOPE SEED BANKS GRAINSAVER BAGS SEWING TRAINING PROGRAMME

Our Muse Cash Cow project helped support a drug rehabilitation 
centre for eight ex-drug addicts and two staff members. This 
project completed its startup and support stages and is in its 
final stage where it will handed back to the programme manager.  

Our Loi Lem Cash Cows project supported elderly people who 
have no family to look after them. Donations this year enabled 
replacement of a cow which had died. 

This year we started a third livestock project - a buffalo breeding 
project in Kyaukme. Donations enabled 22 buffaloes to be 
purchased and two calves have been successfully bred so far. 
The income covered school fees for children from money-poor 
families.

This programme is still in its preparation phase. Before  
start-up investment, Circuit undertook a comprehensive feasibility 
study.  After translating this and sending it to all stakeholders, 
local leaders concluded that it is best to delay the launch until 
farmers can rise above the subsistence level.  

To do this, Circuit is bringing the Seed Banks programme to the 
area this year. This does have significant benefit in that we are able 
to continue raising funds for the Coffee for Opium programme, 
meaning that we will be cashed up when the time comes to launch 
this programme. 

HOW YOUR DONATIONS 
WERE SPENT

COFFEE FOR OPIUM REPLACEMENTCASH COWS AND BUFFALOES

TOTAL DONATIONS - $283,510

Less than 10c in your 
dollar going to admin!

A massive 85c of your  dollar going to Myanmar!

“I want to help stop young women in 
Myanmar being sold as brides to  
China, or having to work as prostitutes 
in Thailand.”

“I can apply my university knowledge 
and can help improve economic 
conditions for whole communities  
in Shan State.” 

Why did you choose to support Circuit’s 
development programmes?

(a generous monthly donor in NZ)

(Nang May Thwin Chuu, administrator and financial officer of LCA)

Why do you like working with Circuit International?


